Welcome to Partnership@LifeChurch
We’re glad you’ve chosen to find out more about LifeChurch!  This class is the basic introduction to our church family.  Since we have partners from many different church backgrounds, this class was designed to clearly explain who and what our church is.

Basics

“...You are a member of God’s very own family...and you belong in God’s household with every other Christian.”  Eph. 2:19 (LB)

1.
The church is     A FAMILY

2.
God expects you to be A MEMBER of a church family.

3.
A Christian without a church family is AN ORPHAN 

The Goal of Partnership

...That I will commit myself to CHRIST and to the CHURCH FAMILY, to LifeChurch’s Vision, Mission, & Strategy 

Vision

“To bring life to the Valley!” (John 10:10)

Mission

Our mission is to raise up people to become fully devoted followers of Christ. 

Strategy

Our strategy is to promote healthy relationships with God and people as we Know – as we Grow – and as we Go. The strategy equips and empowers people for ministry. We use a rock climbing analogy to illustrate:

1. To Know Jesus Christ   (Preparing to climb) 

2. To Grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ (Climbing the face) 

3. To Go where Jesus Christ leads us  (Guiding others to the top) 

Core Values
1. God’s Word 2 Peter 1:19-21, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

2. Lost People II Cor. 5:20, Matt 28:18-20 

3. Creativity/innovation Isaiah 43:18-19, Revelation 4:11 

4. Prayer Eph. 6:18, Col. 4:2, John 5:14-15 

5. Joy/Humor Nehemiah 8:10, John 15:11, John 17:13 

6. Authenticity (love through relationships/family/community) John 13:34-35, Heb. 10:24-25 

7. Spiritual Growth/Worship II Peter 3:18, Col 2:6-7, Heb 5:11-6:3, Rom 12:1, Psalm 68-35, Heb 10:25 

8. Service (Time/Talent/Treasures/Missions/Using spiritual gifts) I Peter 4:10 



What does it mean to become a Christian?

1. To KNOW our Lord Jesus Christ

In one sense, there is nothing anyone can do to become a Christian. Everything necessary to become and be a Christian has been done by Jesus Christ, which is why He exclaimed "It is finished!" (John 19:30). It is only by the grace-activity of God in Jesus Christ that the opportunity of becoming and being a Christian is afforded to mankind. "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast" (Eph. 2:8,9). There is no human performance or effort that can affect the spiritual reality of becoming a Christian.

Becoming a Christian is not a matter of external physical attachment to a social organization called a "church." Nor is becoming a Christian affected by mental assent to historical or theological tenets of belief. Becoming a Christian is a spiritual reality that transpires in the spiritual core of our being. Our "spirit and soul and body is to be preserved complete" (I Thess. 5:23) in Jesus Christ. The most basic need of man is not physical rejuvenation, or psychological adjustment, or social improvement, but spiritual exchange and regeneration. Because all of mankind begin their physical lives spiritually "dead in their trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2:1,5), the primary need of man is to be made alive spiritually.

	Most people live their entire lives without ever knowing “why?” They exist year after year with no idea of why they live or God’s purpose for their lives.  The most basic question a person can ask is “What is the meaning of life?”


Everyone wants to be happy.  People try many ways:


...Some look for happiness by acquiring possessions.


...Some look for happiness by experiencing pleasure.


...Some look for happiness by gaining prestige & power.

But real happiness comes from understanding my PURPOSE IN LIFE

Why am I here?

1. God made me to LOVE me!

God says, “I have loved you with an everlasting love!”  Jer. 31:3

“Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to be His through our union with Christ...because of His love.  God had already decided that through Jesus Christ He would make us His children — this was God’s pleasure and purpose.”  Eph. 1:4-5 (GN)

2. We were created to enjoy a PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP with God and to MANAGE the rest of his creation!  This makes us SPECIAL!

“So God created human beings, making them in His image.  He blessed them, and said,...live all over the earth and bring it under control.  I am putting you in charge.”  Gen. 1:27-28 (LB)

“God richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”  1 Tim. 6:17

Jesus said, “I have come in order that you might have life — life in all its fullness!”  John 10:10

3. When we KNOW and LOVE God, and live in harmony with his PURPOSE for our lives, it produces tremendous BENEFITS in our lives. Here’s some examples:

Clear Conscience, Life & Peace, Help with Weakness, Purpose, Confidence, Security, Power & Strength, Fulfillment, Freedom, just to name a few.

What’s the Problem?

All of us human beings have a natural desire to BE THE BOSS  and to ignore God’s principles for living.


“Look out for #1.  Do your own thing.”


“If it feels good, do it - regardless of what God says about it.”


“It’s my life and I’ll do what I please!”

The Bible calls this attitude SIN.

“All of us, like sheep, have gone astray, and each of us has turned to his own way.”  Isaiah 53:6

“If we say that we never sin, we are only fooling ourselves, and refuse to accept the truth.”  1 John 1:8

Sin breaks our close relationship with God.  It causes us to fear God and try to live our lives outside of His will.

“The trouble is that your sins have cut you off from God.”  Isaiah 59:2 (LB)

“All have sinned and fall short of God’s glorious ideal.”  Romans 3:23

	When our relationship to God is not right, it causes problems in every area of our lives: marriage, career, relationships, finances, etc. When people have problems, they often try many different ways of coping before turning to God.


“There are ways that seem right to man, but they only end in death.”  Proverbs 16:25

Even when we know that our deepest need is God, we often try wrong ways of getting to know Him

(we can leave this blank and add lines here so that we can have a bit of discussion here…)


•
“My mother was a Christian so...”


•
“It doesn’t matter what you believe, just be sincere.”


•
“I’ll give up all my bad habits.”


•
“I’ll work real hard and earn it.”

What’s the Solution?

Jesus Christ said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  No one comes to the Father, except through me!”  John 14:6

God Himself came to earth as a human being to bring us back to Himself.  If any other way would have worked, Jesus Christ would not have had to come.  The Way is a Person!

Jesus has already taken care of our sin problem! He did this for us because He loves us and wants us to know Him.

“God demonstrated His love for us in that while we were still separated from God by sin, Christ died for us.”  Rom. 5:8

“God is on one side and all people are on the other side, and Christ Jesus is between them to bring them together, by giving His life for all mankind.”  1 Tim. 2:5

	God has already done His part to restore our relationship to Him. He took the initiative.  Now He waits for each of us to individually accept what He has done for us.


What do I have to do?

1. Admit that God has not been first place in your life and ask him to forgive your sin.

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from every wrong.”  1 John 1:9

2. Believe that Jesus died to pay for your sins and that he rose again on the third day and is alive today.

“If you confess that Jesus is your Lord, and you believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  Romans 10:9

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name (Jesus) by which we must be saved.”  Acts 4:12

He wants us to believe in Him. He did all the work. It cost him, but it does not cost us. (Jn 1:12; 3:15-18; 6:29, 47. Also John 10: 25-29; 11:25-27)

3. Accept God’s free gift of salvation, don’t try to earn it.

“For it is by grace you are saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8,9

	Our relationship to God is not restored by anything we do, but on the basis of what Jesus already did for us!

· The sole condition for eternal life is to believe in Jesus Christ. 

· Repentance does not give eternal life. (Jn 20:31) Repentance is not mentioned anywhere is an additional condition for eternal life

· Saying a Prayer does not give eternal life. (Praying and thanking him for the free gift of eternal life after you have believed is an excellent idea)

· Good works do not give eternal life.  Nothing you can do will make you worthy. (Rom 3:23; 4:5, Is 64:6)


4. Invite Jesus Christ to come and be the director (Lord) of your life.

“To all who receive Him, He gives the right to become children of God.  All we need to do is to trust Him to save us.  All those who believe this are reborn! — not a physical rebirth...but from the will of God!”  John 1:12-13

“Jesus says, ‘Listen!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in...’”  Rev. 3:30

He wants us to know we have eternal life and be assured that what he has given us, he will not take away. (John 10:28-29; Rom 8:35-39)

He wants us to grow and to experience life with him as our director, the way it was intended.  Just like we want our children to grow up, he wants us to do the same.  There are some areas that we can really focus on to help us grow, even though we all grow just a little differently. Some areas we focus on are: Baptism, prayer, Bible study, worship, serving, giving, loving others, and partnering with the local church (what you’re doing right now!).

For more details on some of these subjects check out the appendix. 



What is the Meaning of Baptism?

1. It illustrates Christ’s death and resurrection.

“Christ died for our sins...  He was buried...and He rose again.”  1 Cor. 15:3-4

“For when you are baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised with Christ.  Col. 2:12

2. It illustrates my new life as a Christian.

“When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside.  The old life has passed away and a new life has begun!”  2 Cor. 5:17

“By our baptism then, we were buried with Him and shared His death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead...so also we may live a new life!”  Rom. 6:4

	Baptism doesn’t make you a believer — it shows that you already believe.  Baptism does not “save” you

 only your faith in Christ does that.  Baptism is like a wedding ring — it’s the outward symbol of the commitment you made in your heart.


“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith...it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9

Why do we Baptize?

1. To follow the example of Jesus Christ  

“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the river.”  Mark 1:9

2. Because Christ commands it.

“Jesus said, ‘Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and then teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.’”  Matt. 28:19-20

3. It demonstrates that I really am a Christian.

“...many of the people who heard Him believed and were baptized.”  Acts 18:8

“We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His commands.”  1 John 2:3

Why be baptized by immersion?

1. Because Jesus was baptized that way.

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water.”  Matthew 3:16

2. Every baptism in the Bible was by immersion.

“...then both Philip and the man went down into the water and Philip baptized him.  When they came up out of the water...”  Acts 8:38-39

3. The Greek word baptizo means, “to immerse or dip under water”.

4. It best symbolizes a burial and resurrection (death and new life!)

Who should be baptized?

Every person who believes in Christ!

“Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized...”  Acts 2:41

“Simon himself believed and was baptized...”  Acts 8:13

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News...and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.”  Acts 8:12

At LifeChurch, we encourage everyone who wishes to become a partner to go through baptism. It is a huge step to spiritual growth and an encouragement to the entire church. We go so far as to say that baptism is a requirement for partnership.

When should I be baptized?

As soon as you have believed!

“Those who believed...were baptized...that day!”  Acts 2:41

“Then Philip began with the scripture and told him the Good News about Jesus.  As they traveled along the road, they came to some water, and the man said, ‘Look, here is water!  Why shouldn’t I be baptized right now?’  Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’  The man answered, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’  So they went down into the water and Philip baptized him.”  Acts 8:35-38

There is no reason to delay.  As soon as you have decided to receive Christ into your life, you can and should be baptized.  If you wait until you are “perfect”, you’ll never feel “good enough”!

For more information on Baptism, please see the appendix. There are some good FAQ’s on Baptism there.



Why be a partner at Life Church? 

The difference between “attenders” and “partners” can be summed up in one word: Commitment.

At LifeChurch we recognize the need for a formal partnership.  We ask you to commit to partnership for four reasons:

1. Because Christ is committed to the Church (Biblical reason).

“...Christ loved the church, and he gave his life for it.”  Eph. 5:25

2. It’s an antidote to our society (Cultural reason).

We live in an age where very few people want to be committed to anything...a job...a marriage...our country.  This attitude has even produced a generation of “church shoppers and hoppers”.  

Your decision to become a partner in ministry swims against the current of America’s “consumer religion.”  It is an unselfish decision.  Commitment always builds character.

3. We need to count on Family (Practical reason).

Every team must have a roster.  Every school must have an enrollment.  Every business has a payroll.  Every army has an enlistment.  Even our country takes a census and requires voter registration.  Membership identifies our family.

4. It produces spiritual growth (Personal reason).

The New Testament places a major emphasis on the need for Christians to be accountable to each other for spiritual growth.  You cannot be accountable when you’re not committed to any specific church family. 

4. Because people grow people (Missional reason).

When our Lord Jesus Christ called his disciples, he called them to follow him, but he taught them to go and share the Good News of the Gospel, to go and train others, to go and be fishers of men and women. At Life Church we know that people grow people. We give you the tools and guidance for you to grow and to go teach, guide, mentor, or share ministry with others.

What is the Partnership Covenant?
1. The Partnership Covenant is a commitment to CHRIST and the LifeChurch FAMILY.

“You are members of God’s very own family...and you belong in God’s household with every other Christian.”  Eph. 2:19 (LB)

“We are all parts of Christ’s Body, and it takes every one of us to make it complete, for we each have different work to do.  So we belong to each other and need all the others.”  Rom. 12:4-5 (LB)

2. The Partnership Covenant is a commitment to the HABITS necessary for spiritual growth.

“Continue to grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  2 Peter 3:18

“Take the time and trouble to keep yourself spiritually fit.”  1 Tim. 4:7 (Ph)

3. The Partnership Covenant is a commitment to be in the process of  discovering and using my God-given gifts and abilities in SERVING God and others.

“God has given each of you some special abilities; be sure to use them to help each other...” 1 Pet. 4:10 (LB)

“There are different kinds of service to God...together you form the Body of Christ and each one of you is a necessary part of it.”  1 Cor. 12:5,27 (LB)

4. The Partnership Covenant is a commitment to SHARE the Good News with others.

“...you will be my witnesses for me...to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8 (GN)

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do it with gentleness and respect...”  1 Peter 3:15

Why do we have the Partnership Covenant?

Because we become what we are COMMITTED to.

(LifeChurch Strategy- Know Grow Go)

We target five groups for ministry. 

1. The Community :  Those who never or rarely come to church, first time visitors. 

2. The Crowd : Those who’ve committed themselves to Christ. 

3. The Congregation:  Those who’ve committed to calling LifeChurch their church home. 

4. The Committed : Those who’ve committed to the habits necessary for Biblical maturity. 

5. The Core:  Those who’ve committed to a ministry in the church. 

Notice how each calls for a commitment. At the end of these classes, we will ask for those of you who would like to commit to calling LifeChurch your church home. You will move from the Crowd to the Congregation

The Five Purpose Commitments

We believe God calls us to five basic Biblical commitments. The first commitment happens when a person places their faith in Christ. Most churches stop there. However, the bible teaches a believer is to strive toward Christian maturity. In addition to a commitment to Christ, we ask you to consider 4 additional: 

2.. A commitment to our church Family. (Fellowship) 

3. A commitment to Personal Discipleship (through a Life Group) 

4. A commitment to Service (Ministry) 

5. A commitment to Outreach (Evangelism). 

We ask you to consider the remaining four commitments at the end of the Partnership classes. LifeChurch’s goal is to keep moving people toward the center. We do this by encouraging personal spiritual commitments. 

How Our Church is Structured

1. LifeChurch is a FELLOWSHIP.

“They continued steadily learning the teaching of the apostles, and joined in the fellowship...”  Acts 2:42 (Ph)

A top priority in a fellowship is HARMONY and UNITY.

“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”  Eph. 4:3

“So let us concentrate on the things that make for harmony and the growth of our fellowship together.”  Rom. 14:19 (Ph)

ANY attitude that causes DISUNITY is sin.

	A good structure promotes unity within the church and downplays differences.


“(Often)...your meetings do more harm than good because I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you...”  1 Cor. 11:17-18   

At LifeChurch, we are: Pastor Lead, Staff driven, Elder approved, Congregation affirmed.

2. LifeChurch is a FAMILY.

“You should be like one big happy family, full of sympathy toward each other, loving one another with tender hearts and humble minds.”  1 Peter 3:8 (LB)

Gal. 6:10,  Heb. 2:10-12,  1 Peter 4:17

So we operate on the basis of relationships, not rules.

“Don’t reprimand a senior member of the church, appeal to him as a father.  Treat the young men as brothers, and the older women as mothers.  Treat the younger women as sisters...”  1 Tim. 5:1-2 (Ph)

“(A Pastor) must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect.  If anyone does not know how to manage his family, how can he take care of God’s church?”  1 Tim. 3:4-5

3. LifeChurch is a BODY.

We are a body, not a business. We are an organism, not an organization.

HERE”S WHERE I STOPPED!
THEREFORE, WE FUNCTION ON THE BASIS OF SPIRTUAL GIFTS NOT ELECTED OFFICERS

“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We each have different gifts according to the grace given us.”  Rom. 12:4-6

In an organization, “maintenance” becomes the focus.  But in an organism, “ministry” is the focus.

AT LIFE CHURCH WE HAVE A SIMPLE STRUCTURE SO WE CAN MAXIMIZE  MINISTRY  AND MINIMIZE  MAINTENANCE 

“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up...”  Eph. 4:11-12

OUR STRUCTURE

•
THE PEOPLE ARE THE             “MINISTERS.”

•
THE PASTORS ARE THE           “ADMINISTERS.”

(Jesus’ favorite description of the church) John 10:1-30,  Matt. 26:31,  Matt. 25:33

THEREFORE, IT IS CARED FOR AND LED BY  SHEPERDS

“Jesus asked Simon Peter, ‘Do you really love me?’ ‘Yes Lord,’ said Peter.  ‘Then take care of my sheep.’”  John 21:16-17

Three different terms are used in the New Testament to refer to the same church leaders:


•
“POIMEN”   •
“PRESBUTEROS”      • “EPISCOPOS”

      (Pastor/Shepherds)          (Elders)              (Oversee/ Bishops)

“To the elders I say...Be shepherds of God’s flock, serving as overseers...”  1 Pet. 5:1-2

“Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church.  When they arrived he said to them... Guard yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.  Be pastors of the church of God...”  Acts 20:17-18, 28 

THE LIFE CHURCH MEMBERSHIP COVENANT

Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and been baptized, and being in agreement with Life Church’s statements, strategy and structure, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the Life church family.  In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other members to do the following:

I.
I WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH


...By acting in love toward other members


...By refusing to gossip


...By following the leaders

“So let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and on the growth of our fellowship together.”  Rom. 15:19 (Ph)

“Live in complete harmony with each other — each with the attitude of Christ toward each other.”  Rom 15:5 (LB)

“Have a sincere love for your fellow believers, love one another earnestly with all your hearts.”  1 Peter 1:22 (GN)

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of our mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs...”  Eph. 4:29

“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep watch over you as men who must give an account.  Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be no advantage to you.”  Heb. 13:17

II.
I WILL SHARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MY CHURCH


...By praying for its growth


...By inviting the unchurched to attend


...By warmly welcoming those who visit

“To the church...we always thank God for you and pray for you constantly.”  1 Thess. 1:2

“Go out into the country...and urge anyone you find to come in, so that My House will be full.”  Luke 14:23 (LB)

“So, warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly welcomed you; then God will be glorified.”  Rom. 15:7 (LB)

III.
I WILL SERVE THE MINISTRY OF MY CHURCH


...By discovering my gifts and talents


...By being equipped to serve by my pastors


...By developing a servant’s heart


…By getting involved in a ministry

“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you...”  1 Peter 4:10 (Ph)

“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up...”  Eph. 4:11-12

“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as that of Jesus Christ...who took on the very nature of a servant...”  Phil 2:3-4, 7

IV.
I WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH


...By attending faithfully


...By living a godly life


...By giving regularly


…By leading others to get involved in ministry

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together...but let us encourage one another.”  Heb. 10:25

“But whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the gospel of Christ.”  Phil. 1:27 (Ph)

“Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of money in proportion to what you have earned and use it for the offering.”  1 Cor. 16:2

“A tenth of all you produce is the Lord’s, and it is holy.”  Lev. 27:30

Shape Profile

HOW PAUL'S MINISTRY WAS "SHAPED"

PAUL'S
SPIRITUAL GIFTS

"And of this gospel I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher."  2 Tim. 1:11

PAUL'S
 HEART

"My constant ambition has been to preach the gospel where the name of Christ was previously unknown, and to avoid building on another man's foundation."  Rom. 15:20 (Ph)

"For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles."  Gal 2:8

"Life is worth nothing unless I use it for doing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus..."  Acts 20:24 

PAUL'S
ABILITY

"... Paul went to see them, and stayed and worked with them, because he earned his living by making tents, just as they did.  He debated in the synagogues every Sabbath, trying to convince both Jews and Gentiles."  Acts 18:2b-4 (GN)

PAUL'S
PERSONALITY

"For you have heard of my past... I persecuted the church with fanatical zeal... and did my best to destroy it... I was ahead of most of my contemporaries in the Jewish religion, and had a boundless enthusiasm..."  Gal. 1:13-14 (Ph)

PAUL'S
EXPERIENCES

His spiritual experiences

        * Watching Stephen be stone (Acts 8:1)

        * Conversion on the Damascus Road (Acts 9:1-20)         

        * 3 years maturing in Arabia (Gal. 1:18)

        * Special vision from God (2 Cor. 12:2-7)

His painful experiences

"... I have been in prison more times... near death often... been whipped five times with 39 lashes by the Jews and three times by the Romans... once stoned.... I've been in three shipwrecks... and once spent 24 hours in the water... In my travels I've been in danger from floods... robbers... enemies... wild animals and false friends... I've served long hours without sleep or food or shelter or even clothing..."  2 Cor. 11:23-27

"To keep me from becoming conceited because of these great revelations, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan, to torment me."  2 Cor. 12:7

PAUL'S 
EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES

"I received my training at the feet of Gamaliel, and I was schooled in the strictest observance of our fathers' Law."  Acts 22:3 (Ph)

PAUL'S 
MINISTRY EXPERIENCES       Read the Book of Acts!

TAKE HOME YOUR SHAPE PROFILE AND BRING BACK NEXT WEEK

1.      Have fun!  These are not "tests"!   There is no right or wrong answers.  The purpose is to     show how you are a unique blend!

2.
Each one is self-evaluating.  No one is "rating" you on this.  We're interested in your feelings, not others.  However, it may be helpful to ask for additional input from those closest to you after you've filled in your own responses.

3.   The value of each of these tools will vary depending on your age, how long you've been a    Christian, your background, your honesty, and how much time and serious thinking you're willing to invest in them!

4.    All the information is confidential and will only be reviewed by Pastoral staff & leadership

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

"Now about spiritual gifts I do not want you to be ignorant."  1 Cor. 12:1

A SPIRITUAL GIFT:  Is a special ability, given by the Holy Spirit to every believer at their conversion, to be used to minister to others and therefore build up the Body of Christ

GIFTS THAT COMMUNICATE GOD'S WORD (to both unbelievers and believers)

PREACHING ("Prophecy")1 Cor. 14:3

The ability to publicly communicate God's word in an inspired way that convinces unbeliever and both challenges and comforts believers.  The ability to persuasively declare God's will.

EVANGELISM Acts 8:26-40

The ability to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ to unbelievers in a positive, non-threatening way.  The ability to sense opportunities to share Christ and lead people to respond with faith.

MISSIONS  1 Cor. 9:19-23, Acts 13:2-3

The ability to adapt to a different culture in order to reach unbelievers and help believers from that culture.

APOSTLE  Rom. 15:20

The ability to start new churches and oversee their development.

GIFTS THAT EDUCATE GOD'S PEOPLE

TEACHING  Eph. 4:12-13

The ability to educate God's people by clearly explaining and applying the Bible in a way that causes them to learn.  The ability to equip and train other believers for ministry.

ENCOURAGEMENT ("Exhortation") Acts 14:22

The ability to motivate God's people to apply and act on Biblical principles, especially when they are discouraged or wavering in their faith.  The ability to bring out the best in others and challenge them to develop their potential.

WISDOM  1 Cor. 2:1, 6-16

The ability to understand God's perspective on life situations and share those insights in a simple, understandable way.  The ability to explain what to do and how to do it.

DISCERNMENT  1 John 4:1-6

The ability to distinguish right from wrong, truth from error, and to give an immediate evaluation based on God's Word.  The ability to discern whether the source of an experience is Satan, self, or God's Spirit

KNOWLEDGE  Daniel 1:17

The ability to discover, collect, analyze, and organize information that is vital to individual believers or the entire church family.  The ability to comprehend a large amount of information and provide it when needed for effective decision-making.

GIFTS THAT DEMONSTRATE GOD'S LOVE

SERVICE  Acts 6:1-7

The ability to recognize unmet needs in the church family, and take the initiative to provide practical assistance quickly, cheerfully, and without a need for recognition

MERCY  Luke 10:30-37

The ability to detect hurt and empathize with those who are suffering in the church family.  The ability to provide compassionate and cheerful support to those experiencing distress, crisis, or pain.

HOSPITALITY 1 Peter 4:9-10

The ability to make others, especially strangers, feel warmly welcomed, accepted, and comfortable in the church family.  The ability to coordinate factors that promote fellowship

PASTORING ("Shepherding") 1 Peter 5:2-4

The ability to care for the spiritual needs of a group of believers and equip them for ministry.  The ability to nurture a small group in spiritual growth and assume responsibility for their welfare.

GIVING 2 Cor. 8:1-7

The ability to generously contribute material resources and/or money beyond the 10% tithe so that the Body may grow and be strengthened.  The ability to earn and manage money so it may be given to support the ministry of others.

GIFTS THAT CELEBRATE GOD'S PRESENCE (Worship or prayer-related gifts)

MUSIC  Psalm 150

The ability to celebrate God's presence through music, either vocal or instrumental, and to led the church family in worship.

ARTS & CRAFTS  Exodus 31:3-11

The ability to build, maintain, or beautify the place of worship for God's glory.  The ability to express worship through a variety of art forms.

 Prayer-related gifts:

INTERCESSION  Col. 1:9-12

The ability to pray for the needs of others in the church family over extended periods of time on a regular basis.  The ability to persist in prayer and not be discouraged until the answer arrives.

HEALING  James 5:14-16

The ability to pray in faith specifically for people who need physical, emotional, or spiritual healing and see God answer.  The ability to sense when God is prompting you to pray this kind of prayer.

MONITORING MY HEART

Definition:  "Heart"

            a.  "The organ that pumps your blood"

            b.  "Your emotional constitution or disposition"

            c.  "The vital force or driving impulse"

The Bible uses the term "heart" to represent the center of your motivation, desires, and inclinations.

"Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart."  (Ps. 37:4 etc.)

My heart _____determines______...

                        * Why I say the things I do

"The mouth speaks what the heart is full of"  Matt. 12:34 (GN)

                        * Why I feel the way I do

"The Word of God... examines the thoughts and motives of the heart."  Heb. 4:12 (Ph)

                        * Why I act the way I do

"Guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life."  Pr. 4:23

MY HEART IS THE ______REAL ME______!

            Physiologically, each of us has a unique heartbeat.  Each person has a slightly different pattern.  Likewise, God has given each of us a unique emotional "heartbeat" that races when we encounter activities, subjects, or circumstances that interest us.  We instinctively feel deeply about some things and not about others.

            This God-given motivation serves as an internal guidance system for our lives.  It determines what your interests are, and what will bring you the most satisfaction and fulfillment.  It also motivates you to pursue certain activities, subjects, and environments.

WHY HAS GOD GIVEN EACH PERSON A UNIQUE "HEARTBEAT"?

"God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose..."  

Rev. 17:17

            God had a purpose in giving you your inborn interests.  In fact, your emotional heartbeat reveals a very important key to understanding God's design and intention for your life.  The Bible makes it very clear that your heart was designed by God, but you make the choice to use it for good or evil, for selfish purposes or for service.

You may have  "... selfish ambition in your heart..."  James 3:14

Or you may have  "Serve the Lord with all your heart."  1 Sam. 12:20

                        "...  Do the will of God from your heart."  Eph. 6:6

How can I do God's will and serve God's purpose? 

By letting my heartbeat motivate me for ministry!

"It is quite true to say that a man who sets his heart on becoming a church leader has a laudable ambition."  1 Tim. 3:1 

I LOVE TO ...

DESIGN AND DEVELOP -- I love to make something out of nothing.  I enjoy getting something started from scratch.

PIONEER -- I love to test out and try new concepts.  I am not afraid to risk failure.  

ORGANIZE -- I love to bring order out of chaos.  I enjoy organizing something that is already started.  

OPERATE / MAINTAIN -- I love to efficiently maintain some things that is already organized.  

SERVE OR HELP -- I love to assist others in their responsibility.  I enjoy helping others succeed.  

ACQUIRE AND POSSESS -- I love to shop, collect, or obtain things.  I enjoy getting the highest quality for the best price.  

EXCEL -- I love to be the best and make my team the best.  I enjoy setting and attaining the highest standard.

INFLUENCE -- I love to convert people to my way of thinking.  I enjoy shaping the attitudes and behaviors of others.

PERFORM -- I love to be on stage and receive the attention of others.  I enjoy being in the limelight.   

IMPROVE -- I love to make things better.  I enjoy taking something that someone else has designed or started and improve it.

REPAIR -- I love to fix what is broken or change what is out of date.

LEAD AND BE IN CHARGE -- I love to lead the way, oversee and supervise.  I enjoy determining how things will be done.  

PERSEVERE -- I love to see things to completion.  I enjoy persisting at something until it is finished.  

FOLLOW THE RULES -- I love to operate by policies and procedures.  I enjoy meeting the expectations of an organization or boss.

PREVAIL -- I love to fight for what is right and oppose what is wrong.  I enjoy overcoming injustice.  

You should be able to support your choice with examples from your achievements.  

EXAMPLE:  I feel the basic motivation God put in my heart is to "ACQUIRE/POSSESS":  My history demonstrates this:

            * I purchased my first car at age 16.

            * I've collected a collection of rare stamps.

            * I've built up a large cash reserve

            * I've acquired options on three properties.

DID YOU FIND THE BASIC MOTIVATIONAL DIRECTION OF YOUR HEART IN THIS LIST?  WRITE IT ON YOUR PERSONAL PROFILE:

APPLYING MY ABILITIES

"There are different abilities to perform service."  1 Cor. 12:6

"I (God)... have given him skill, ability, and knowledge in all kinds of crafts..."  Exodus 31:3

One of the most common excuses people give for not getting involved in ministry is, "I just don't have any abilities to offer."  Nothing could be further from the truth.  The key is matching your abilities with the right ministry!

FIVE  MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT ABILITIES (Skills and Talents)

1.  MYTH:  People aren't born with skills.  All skills must be learned by experience.  This simply is not true.  There are a number of skills which seem to be inborn and develop very early in infancy.  When people say, "He just seems to have a natural talent for it", it's probably true.  

2.  MYTH:  Those skills which must be learned are earned primarily in the classroom.  Actually some of your most basic skills were learned at home, "in the street", or somewhere outside the classroom.

3. MYTH:  If you have certain abilities, you will be very aware that you have them.  Again, that is not true.  You're probably using a number of talents or skills that you are not even aware of.  You need some process of skill identification.

4.  MYTH:  Skills that I use at work are only usable in that environment.  I couldn't use them in ministry.  Hopefully, by the end of this class, you'll see the fallacy of that idea.  Be creative.

5.  MYTH:  Most people only have a few abilities.  The truth is that many national studies have proven that the average person possesses from five hundred to seven hundred different skills.  

HOW TO DISCOVER YOUR MOTIVATED ABILITIES

26 SPECIALIZED ABILITIES

Entertaining ability:  to perform, act, dance, and speak, 

Recruiting ability:  to enlist and motive people to get involved

Interview ability:  to discover what others are really like

Researching ability:  to read, gather information, collect data

Artistic ability:  to conceptualize, picture, draw, paint, photograph, or make renderings

Graphics ability:  to lay out, design, create visual displays or banners

Evaluating ability:  to analyze data and draw conclusions

Planning ability:  to strategize, design and organize programs and events

Managing ability:  to supervise people to accomplish a task or event and coordinate the details involved

Counseling ability:  to listen, encourage and guide with sensitivity

Teaching ability:  to explain, train, demonstrate, tutor

Writing ability:  to write articles, letters, books

Editing ability:  to proofread or rewrite

Promoting ability:  to advertise or promote events and activities

Repairing ability:  to fix, restore, maintain

Feeding ability:  to create meals for large or small groups

Recall ability:  to remember or recall names and faces

Mechanical operating ability:  to operate equipment, tools or machinery

Resourceful ability:  to search out and find inexpensive materials or resources needed

Counting ability:  to work with numbers, data or money

Classifying ability:  to systematize and file books, data, records and materials so they can be retrieved easily

Public Relations ability:  to handle complaints and unhappy customers with care and courtesy

Welcoming ability:  to convey warmth, develop rapport, making others feel comfortable

Composing ability:  to write music or lyrics

Landscaping ability:  to do gardening and work with plants

Decorating ability:  to beautify a setting for a special event

List your specialized abilities on your PERSONAL PROFILE

PLUGGING IN YOUR PERSONALITY

Write your name:

Now write your name with your opposite hand:

WHAT HAPPENED?

When you tried to do something that was not natural to you...

1.  You felt uncomfortable.

2.  It took extra time and effort.

3.  You still did a lousy job at it!

The same things are true when we try to minister in areas that are not suited to our personality.  God has wired your temperament in a unique way.  This factor is very important in matching you to the right ministry.

It's obvious that God has not used a cookie cutter to stamp out people in a process of uniformity.  He loves variety -- just look around!  And there is no "right" or "wrong" temperament.  We need opposites to balance the church.

EXAMING MY EXPERIENCES

"And we know that in ALL things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose."  Rom. 8:28

"Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel"  Phil. 1:12

One of the most overlooked factors in determining the ministry God has for me is my past experience, particularly my hurts and problems I've overcome with God's help.  Since our greatest life messages come out of our weaknesses, not our strengths, we should pay close attention to what we've learned in the "school of hard knocks".

GOD NEVER WASTES A HURT OR PAIN!

HE WANTS YOU TO BE OPEN TO MINISTERING TO PEOPLE WHO ARE GOING THROUGH WHAT YOU'VE ALREADY BEEN THROUGH!

"(God)... Wonderfully comforts and strengthens us in our hardships and trials.  And why does he do this?  So when others are troubled, needing our sympathy and encouragement, we can pass on to them the same help and comfort God has given us!"  2 Cor. 1:3-4 (LB)

ON YOUR MINISTRY PROFILE RECORD THESE EXPERIENCES:

* Your spiritual Experiences  --- Meaningful decisions/times with God

* Your Painful Experiences --- Problems, hurts, trials-that have taught you

* Your Educational Experiences --- What were your favorite subjects in school

* Your Ministry Experiences --- How have you served in the past

                                                  LIFE’S MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

0Children’s Ministry 

0Sr. High Ministry 

0Jr. High Ministry

0Women’s Ministry

0Men’s Ministry

050 Plus Ministry

020 Something Ministry

0Recreation Ministry

0Connecting Life Team

0Greeting Team

0Hospitality Team

0Follow-up Team

0Birthday/Anniversary card Team

0Usher Team 

0Parking Lot Team

0Set-up & Breakdown Team

0Administrative Team 

0Music Ministry (Band, Vocals, Audio)

0Media Ministry (Tech, Computers, Visual)

0Design Ministry (Web, Graphic Design, Marketing)

0Life Groups Team

0Starting Life Membership Team

0Missions Team

0Prayer Email Team

0Weekend Prayer Support Team

0Communion Team

0Benevolence Team 

0Special Events Team

Priceless

Q: What is this Priceless stuff that we keep hearing about?

A: LifeChurch is currently in the process of acquiring a lease and making tenant improvements to a permanent home. The Priceless Campaign is our way of getting you involved!

Q.: Why does Life Church need a Permanent Home?

A: There are Countless reasons why LC needs a home. Some of the most important ones are with the new facility, you will be able to come and worship, pray, or just hang out any day, not just Sunday at 9:00 and 10:45. Also, countless hours are spent each weekend by several people to set up and tear down for two services. Now, all those hours can be spent building relationships with God and other LC members!

Q: Where is Life Church’s new home?

A: It is located at 38388 Sky Canyon Drive, east of Murrieta Hot Springs Road & Winchester.

Q: When will Life Church officially move?

A: We plan to be moved into the building and continuing to worship fall of 2007.

Q: Can I see pictures and/or plans for this new building?

A: You can check them out on the blog  www.getlife.tv

Q: How will Life Church afford this?

A: With the help and prayers from friends like you! 

Q: How do I get involved in Priceless?

A: There are several ways to be involved. Making a church like Life Church be successful is not only by making weekly, monthly, or annual financial commitments, but by also volunteering. Just ask one of the Pastor’s or Priceless Campaign Team Leaders about how you can be involved

Where Do You Go From Here?

“Starting Life”

1. Attend Partnership Classes 

2. Commit to Ministry Covenant (turn in the signed covenant today)

3. Fill out S.H.A.P.E. Profile (Bring back next week and have your interview)

4. Begin serving!

Most people live their entire lives without ever knowing “WHY?”  They exist year after year with no idea of why they live or God’s purpose for their lives.  The most basic question a person can ask is, “What is the meaning of life?”

Everyone wants to be happy.  People try many ways:


...Some look for happiness by acquiring possessions.


...Some look for happiness by experiencing pleasure.


...Some look for happiness by gaining prestige & power.

But real happiness comes from understanding my______PURPOSE IN LIFE____

APPENDIX

This is very important information that you may find helpful to read and to study at your own pace.

Life Church’s Statement of Faith

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH

What We Believe

•
In essential beliefs — we have unity.

 “There is one Body and one Spirit...there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of us all...”  Eph. 4:4-6

•
In non-essential beliefs — we have liberty.

 “Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters...  Who are you to judge someone else’s servant?  To his own master he stands or falls...  So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God...  So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God.”  Romans 14:1, 4, 12, 22

•
In all our beliefs — we show charity.

 “...If I hold in my mind not only all human knowledge but also the very secrets of God, and if I have the faith that can move mountains — but have no love, I amount to nothing at all.”  1 Cor. 13:2 (Ph)

5.     ABOUT HUMAN BEINGS

THE ESSENTIALS WE BELIEVE:

1.
ABOUT GOD

God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe.  He has eternally existed in three personalities: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  These three are co-equal and are one God.

Genesis 1:1, 26, 27, 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14

2.
ABOUT JESUS CHRIST

Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  He is co-equal with the Father.  Jesus lived a sinless human life and offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all people by dying on a cross.  He arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate His power over sin and death.  He ascended to Heaven’s glory and will return again someday to earth to reign as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.

Matthew 1:22, 23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5; 14:10-30; Hebrews 4:14, 15; 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4; Romans 1:3, 4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14, 15; Titus 2:13

3.
ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God.  He is present in the world to make men aware of their need for Jesus Christ.  He also lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation.  He provides the Christian with power for living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right.  He gives every believer a spiritual gift when they are saved.  As Christians, we seek to live under His control daily.

2 Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13, 14:16, 17; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 2:12, 3:16; Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 5:18

4.
ABOUT THE BIBLE

The Bible is God’s Word to us.  It was written by human authors, under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit.  It is the supreme source of truth for Christian beliefs and living.  Because it is inspired by God, it is the truth without any mixture of error.

2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20, 21; 2 Timothy 1:13; Psalm 119:105,160, 12:6; Proverbs 30:5

People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him in character.  People are the supreme object of God’s creation.  Although every person has tremendous potential for good, all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God called “sin”.   This attitude separates people from God and causes many problems in life. 

Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:1, 2  

6.
ABOUT SALVATION

Salvation is God’s free gift to us but we must accept it.  We can never make up for our sin by self-improvement or good works.  Only by trusting in Jesus Christ as God’s offer of forgiveness can anyone be saved from sin’s penalty.  When we turn from our self-ruled life and turn to Jesus in faith, we are saved.  Eternal life begins the moment one receives Jesus Christ into his life by faith.

Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8,9 ; John 14:6, 1:12; Titus 3:5;Galatians 3:26; Romans 5:1

7.
ABOUT ETERNAL SECURITY

Because God gives us eternal life through Jesus Christ, the true believer is secure in that salvation for eternity.  If you have been genuinely saved, you cannot “lose” it.  Salvation is maintained by the grace and power of God, not by the self-effort of the Christian.  It is the grace and keeping power of God that gives us this security.

John 10:29; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 7:25, 10:10, 14; 1 Peter 1:3-5

8.
ABOUT ETERNITY

People were created to exist forever.  We will either exist eternally separated from God by sin, or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation.  To be eternally separated from God is Hell.  To be eternally in union with Him is eternal life.  Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence.

John 3:16; John 14:17; Romans 6:23; Romans 8:17-18; Revelation 20:15; 1 Corinthians 2:7-9

OUR LIFESTYLE STATEMENT

What We Practice

Beliefs are not worth much unless they are translated into actions.  Based on what the Bible teaches, we feel very strongly about the following seven practices:

BIBLE AS OUR SOLE AUTHORITY 

“The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is useful to teach us what is true and make us realize what is wrong in our lives; it straightens us out and helps us to do what is right.”  2 Tim. 3:15

Since God’s Word is the only completely reliable and truthful authority, we accept the Bible as our manual for living.  Our first question when faced with a decision is “What does the Bible say?”  We practice daily Bible reading, Bible study, and Bible memorization.  The Bible is the basis for all we believe.

AUTONOMY OF EACH LOCAL CHURCH

“Christ is the head of His Body, the church.  He is the source of the Body’s life...”  Col. 1:18 (GN)

Christ is the recognized head of our church, not any person, group, or religious organization.  While recognizing the value of associating and cooperating with other groups of Christians, we believe every local church should be self-governing and independent.  In relating to our “daughter churches” that we sponsor, we encourage each congregation to determine their own strategy, structure, and style.

PRIESTHOOD OF EVERY BELIEVER

“Christ loves us, and by His death He has freed us from our sins and made us a kingdom of priests to serve God...”  Rev. 1:6 (GN) “You are...the King’s priests...God’s own people, chosen to proclaim the wonderful acts of God.”  1 Pet. 2:9 (GN)

The Bible teaches that every Christian is called to “full time” Christian service, regardless of his or her vocation.  We practice the truth that every believer is a minister by encouraging every member to find a place of service and ministry.  Every believer has direct access to God through prayer & bible reading.

TITHING

THE MEANING OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

“A tithe of everything you produce belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.”  Lev. 26:30

At Life Church, we practice tithing for the support of Christ’s body, the church, as God commands.  We recognize that giving 10% of our income is the Biblical standard of giving.

IMMERSION

“For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised with Christ...”  Col. 2:12 (GN)

We practice baptism by immersion under water — the way Jesus was baptized, and the way the Bible commands.

SPIRIT-LED LIVING

(Jesus said), “I am the Vine, you are the branches.  If you abide in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; but apart from me you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

We believe the only way possible to live the Christian life is by God’s power within us.  So we seek to practice a daily dependence on God’s Spirit to enable us to do what is right.  (Phil. 2:13, Eph. 5:18)

TELLING OTHERS ABOUT CHRIST

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”  1 Peter 3:15

It is the responsibility of every Christian to share the Good News with those with whom God brings us into contact.  We practice personal sharing about Christ and inviting friends to church.

 “To all who receive Him, He gives the right to become children of God.  All we need to do is to trust Him to save us.  All those who believe this are reborn! — not a physical rebirth...but from the will of God!”  John 1:12-13

“Jesus says, ‘Listen!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in...’”  Rev. 3:30

I.
WHAT IS THE LORD’S SUPPER?  (1 COR. 11:23-26)

Jesus never asked His disciples to remember His birth.  But He did instruct them to remember His death and resurrection.  He gave the church two visible symbols (called “ordinances”) as reminders of His death.  These two ordinances are: Baptism and The Lord’s Supper.  The Lord’s Supper is an object lesson that represents a great spiritual truth for believers.

1.
IT IS A
SIMPLE ACT

“The Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread...” (vs. 23)

2.
IT IS A
REMINDER

“...and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; eat it in remembrance of me.’” (vs. 24)

3.
IT IS A
SYMBOL

“In the same way, He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; drink it to remember me.’” (vs. 25)

4.
IT IS A
STATEMENT OF FAITH

“For whenever you eat the bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes back.” (vs. 26)

II.
WHO SHOULD TAKE THE LORD’S SUPPER?

Only those who are already BELIEVERS (Mark 14:22-26)

III.
HOW DO I PREPARE MYSELF FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER?

“For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment upon himself.”  2 Cor. 11:29

“Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.  A person ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.”  1 Cor. 11:27-28     

1.  Self-Examination

1 Cor. 11:27
2.  Confessing My Sins

1 John 1:9

3.  Recommitment

Rom. 12:1
4.  Restoring Relationships

Matt. 5:23-24

IV.
WHEN AND HOW OFTEN SHOULD WE OBSERVE THE LORD’S SUPPER?

Jesus never said when or how often believers should observe The Lord’s Supper.  He instituted it on a Thursday night.  Here at LifeChurch we usually celebrate it and the first Sunday of each month. In other churches, the Lord’s Supper is also referred to as Communion, or Holy Communion.

OUR AFFILIATION

See also Titus 1:5-7, 1 Tim. 5:17

When LifeChurch was birthed, three groups of churches gave financial support to help us get started.

•
The South Pacific District of the Christian and Missionary Alliance (C&MA)

86 churches that fellowship and work together to reach the Southwest United States for Christ.

•
The Christian and Missionary Alliance Denomination

2000 churches with in the U.S. identify with the vision, mission and strategy of the C&MA and 17,000 churches world wide share the vision of seeing the entire world reached with the message of the Good News of Christ. 

•
Shadow Mountain Community Church

An independent congregation of Baptist believers in San Diego where Pastor John Ruhlman served on staff for 13 years.

These three groups gave our church over $100,000.00 in support to help us get started – with no strings attached! The Christian and Missionary Alliance has contributed as much and more in our daughter churches.

We now wholeheartedly support these groups in helping start many other churches. Part of our commitment is to plant more churches and see more people come to Christ than we can possibly achieve ourselves. This is reflected in our values and our DNA. We are about seeing people come to Know, Grow and Go in the name of Christ and to plant other churches committed to do the same. 

What is the Christian and Missionary Alliance?

•
The C&MA is an evangelical movement with a major emphasis on world evangelism. 

It maintains a ‘big tent’ stance in reference to many doctrinal matters, encouraging believers of diverse backgrounds and theological traditions to unite in an alliance to know and exalt Jesus Christ and to complete His Great Commission. 

•
 The C&MA is one of the most diverse associations of churches. 

The Denomination is divided into Districts. We are associated with the South Pacific district which includes every race, nationality, and ethnic group. Nearly ½ of our district churches have a worship service in a non-English language. Each Sunday services are held in over 40 languages in the US . In the South Pacific District, our churches include Korean, Japanese, Chinese, Hispanic, Vietnamese, Laotian and Black. 

For more information about the Christian Missionary Alliance and the South Pacific District log on to www.cmalliance.org.

a)
Baptism is our outwardly expression of our faith, the first step in becoming a disciple and showing other people we believe!  (Matt 28:19-20; Acts 18:8; Col 2:12; Rom 6:4)

b)
Obey him. – Dig into prayer  (Jn 14:15; 15:10; Rom 12: 1-2)

What a privilege to actually be able to talk with the Creator of the world! Pour your heart out to Him. Give Him your burdens and everything that's going on in your life. He's God- He can handle it! Prayer is so powerful!

c)
Study the Bible. (2 Tim 2:15; Acts 17:11; Psa 119:11)

The Bible is our instruction book for life. The more we dig deep into it, the more we know how God wants us to live. We encourage people to read a chapter a day and really absorb the Word of God.

d)
Share your story (Evangelize).  Tell others about him and if they believe, and then teach them to become disciples or followers of Jesus Christ (Matt28:18-20)

e)
Love one another. (Jn 13:34)

f)
Have fellowship with other believers. (Heb 10:25; 1 Jn 1:3)

g)
Partner with the church to encourage others (Acts 2:46-47, Hebrews 10:24-25)

CAN MY FAMILY BE BAPTIZED TOGETHER?

Yes!  If each family member understands fully the meaning of baptism, and each one has personally placed his/her trust in Christ for salvation, we encourage families to be baptized at the same time.  It is a wonderful expression of commitment.  Young children who wish to be baptized are asked to meet with our Pastor of Children for a pre-baptism conversation.

However, it is important to remember that baptism is a personal statement of faith, not a family tradition.  It is usually not wise to delay your baptism while waiting on other family members to accept Christ, particularly children.  This puts an undue pressure on them, and delays your obedience.

At LifeChurch, we wait until our children are old enough to believe and understand the true meaning of baptism before we baptize them.

Some churches practice “infant baptisms” for children.  This ceremony is intended to be a covenant between the parents and God on the behalf of the child.  The parents promise to raise their child in the faith until the child is old enough to make his own personal confession of Christ.  This custom began about 300 years after the Bible was completed.  This is different from the baptism talked about in the Bible, which was only for those old enough to believe.  The purpose is to publicly confess your personal commitment to Christ.

WHAT SHOULD I WEAR WHEN I AM BAPTIZED?

Women should wear shorts and a dark top or a “muumuu” style dress rather than a swimsuit.  Men may wear a swimsuit.  Bring a change of clothes, a towel, and a plastic bag for your wet clothes.  

WILL I HAVE TO SAY ANYTHING?

Baptism is a wonderful time to acknowledge your commitment to Christ. You will be encouraged to briefly share why you came to Christ and what this means to you. You will receive a certificate of your baptism.  We encourage you to invite all your relatives and friends to attend your baptism.
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